MID CONTINENT COLOR GUARD ASSOCIATION

GIRCUIT TALK

JANUARY 2026 WWW.MCCGA.ORG

1.ANY UNIT NEEDING TO MAKE A CHANGE TO THEIR SCHEDULE MUST EMAIL
FESTIVALCHANGES@MCCGCA.ORG.
2.THE DEADLINE TO ADD A FESTIVAL IS 4 WEEKS PRIOR TO THE FESTIVAL DATE.
3.TO AVOID A CANCELATION FEE, ANY UNIT NEEDING TO CANCEL AN APPEARANCE MUST
ALSO DO SO NO LATER THAN 4 WEEKS PRIOR TO THE DATE OF THE FESTIVAL BY
EMAILING FESTIVALCHANGES@MCCGA.ORG. CANCELATIONS DUE TO INCLEMENT
WEATHER ARE EXCLUDED FROM THIS RULE, BUT THE DIRECTOR MUST NOTIFY US BY
EMAILING FESTIVALCHANGES@MCCGA.ORG AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
4. ANY QUESTIONS SHOULD BE EMAILED TO MCCCGA@MCCGCA.ORG AND A BOARD
MEMBER WILL RESPOND WITHIN 24 HOURS.
5.UNITS WANTING TO PARTICIPATE IN CRITIQUE MUST SIGN UP NO LATER THAN 4 WEEKS
PRIOR TO THE FESTIVAL DATES. SIGN-UP LINKS FOR EACH FESTIVAL WHERE CRITIQUE
IS OFFERED ON THE WEBSITE
6.MCCGA SCHOLARSHIP IS POSTED TO THE WEBSITE. DUE 3/2/26
REMINDER EVERY GROUP PERFORMING AT THE CHAMPIONSHIPS CAN SUBMIT 1
APPLICATION
7.HALL OF HONOR NOMINATIONS FORM ON THE WEBSITE. DUE 2/16/26 THIS IS SUCH A
SPECIAL WAY TO HONOR INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE SUCH A DIFFERENCE IN
MCCGA. PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO NOMINATE SOMEONE YOU FEEL IS DESERVING OF

THIS AWARD
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BUILD A SUSTAINABLE CULTURE

THE "JANUARY-TO-APRIL" GRIND IS A MARATHON. YOUR VETERAN STATUS MEANS YOU ARE THE EMOTIONAL
THERMOSTAT FOR THE ROOM.

SCHEDULE "DARK DAYS": LOOK AT YOUR CALENDAR AND INTENTIONALLY SCHEDULE A FEW WEEKENDS OR
REHEARSALS OFF. YOUR STAFF AND STUDENTS NEED A "RESET" TO STAY PRODUCTIVE.

EMPOWER STUDENT LEADERS: GIVE YOUR CAPTAINS SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES (E.G., LEADING WARM-UPS,
MANAGING EQUIPMENT CHECKS). IT BUILDS THEIR INVESTMENT AND LIGHTENS YOUR LOAD.

THE "CHECK-IN" RITUAL: START OR END REHEARSALS WITH A 2-MINUTE "STATE OF THE GUARD" TALK.
ACKNOWLEDGING THEIR HARD WORK OR ADDRESSING A "VIBE" SHIFT EARLY CAN PREVENT MID-SEASON

DRAMA.

—————— BUILD A SUSTAINABLE CULTURE

SCHEDULE "DARK DAYS™ EMPOWER STUDENT LEADERS WS-y THE "CHECK-IN" RITUAL
" |

JANUARY = APRIL

Intenticnal breaks for Build investment, Acknowledge work,
a productive reset, lighten your load, address shifts early.

MCCGA Regions

Region ®East ®South ® West
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2026 Championships Eligibility
Performance Deadlines.

Each color guard unit must perform at an MCGGA Festival or
WGI Regional by the weekend that unit’s region has its second
Festival. This shall not be construed to mean the unit must
perform at a Festival in that unit’s region.

[Each unit must also perform in at least two MCCGA festivals
throughout the course of the season.

Southern Region Performance Deadline:
February 215, 2026

Southern half of Missouri, south of Camden County as
well as all of Oklahoma and Arkansas.

Eastern Region Performance Deadline:
February 14th, 2026

Eastern half of Missouri, north of Camden County as
well as all of Illinois.
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2036 Reinforcement of Recant Changes to the Judge Sheets: Effect and Design Captions

# (GE: Each shest has added & component of Craftsmanship to ecknowledge and encourage
thoughtiul and meaaningfl choices as indicators of greaier programmeicicreative afforis and
echisvemants. This then leads to a greater effect, and uiimalely & greater reward.

DA: Composiional Bisk hes been added 1o World Class sheets. Both classes have proven the
ahility to imeant and develop compositional risks end delver estreme chellenges in skils, bath
owert Bnd subtle, on the virtuosic World Class lewel.

"ou wil also ses references 1o Safely snd Compatibiily. This is to prevent chomogrephic
owerreach and prosect all participants.

Brogammatic Rizk and Doy have been sdded 1o World Class sheels. Both dasses have
proven fheir abiity to inveni and develop programmatic isks and o deliver exdrems challanges
in skills, both overt and subtle, at the viruosic Wiorld Class level.

The inherent differences betwsen Indspendant age performers ws. Scholastc s periomens
are reinfonced through the Cless Descriptors & the fop of each sheel.

2026 Reinforcement of Recant Changes fo the Judge Sheets: Analysis Captions

# Risk and Dificulfy have been added fo the Scholastic 'World Cless shest Bosh cesses have
proven the abilty o imvent, develop, and deliver extreme challenges in skils, bofh overt and
subde, on the wirtuosic 'Warld Class level.

Yiou will s2e references to Safety and Compatiblity. This i o prevent chorecgraghic avemeach
and protect all participants.

in Excellencs. for all Analysis captions, you wil notice Compistion of Skils being edded.
This i 1o remind judges and insiruchors slike that it is fe finish of the skil that halps 1o define
the kil Rzedf 3= well 85 the achievement associsted with the kil The completion of the skl i
inhesent o the =kil.

The inherent differences between Independent age performers ws. Scholastc age peromeans
are reinforced through e Cless Descripions at the fop of each sheet.

2025 hems of Change

‘Waorld Class Shest Changes:
# World-class standerds heve baen edusted to *Advanced fo Wirosic.”
# Box b has been elminaied on both 'Word Class Sheets.
#« Mumernc mnpss have been adjusted for Box 5.
# Box third delineadions for Box 5 heve baen eliminated.

iOpen end Word Class Qualifying Scores
» These weekly scores hewe been increased by 5 points, with the |ast regional weskand baing a B5.




THE BLUE SPRINGS WINTER GUARD PROGRAM HAS BEEN IN
MCCGA SINCE 2012. WE EXPANDED INTO TWO TEAMS IN 2015,
WHICH CREATED THE GROUP THAT TODAY IS OUR OPEN TEAM.
THIS GROUP CONSISTENTLY MEDALED AT MCCGA'S
CHAMPIONSHIPS IN THE SCHOLASTIC A CLASS FROM 2015 TO
ﬁ_& € g 3 i é': OUR PROMOTION TO OPEN IN 2022. ADDITIONALLY, THIS
/] ™y N Y A#e" X GRoUP HAS GONE TO WGI CHAMPIONSHIPS TWICE - ONCE IN
" 2019 WHERE WE PLACED 6TH IN THE A CLASS AND ONCE IN
8 . 2023 WHERE WE MADE SEMI-FINALS IN OPEN CLASS. THIS
'e‘ tar .&n‘ \fa,fg, ’{ﬁ TEAM CONSISTENTLY HAS STUDENTS WHO ARE READY TO TRY
' NEW THINGS, GET BETTER, AND CONTINUE TO PUSH OUR
PROGRAM TO NEW HEIGHTS - WE ARE EXCITED FOR THE
SEASON AHEAD! TRADITIONS - AT CHAMPIONSHIPS, WE
ALWAYS WEAR A SASH WITH BSWG AND THE YEAR, AND OUR
SENIORS GET TIARA'S! IT'S A GREAT WAY TO CELEBRATE THE
YEAR (AND THE JOURNEY FOR OUR SENIORS) AND BECOMES A

PRIZED POSITION/KEEPSAKE FOR MEMBERS AFTER THE
SEASON.

JCHOLASTIC AA RD.1
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THE 2026 SEASON WILL MARK THE 39™ YEAR OF WINTER GUARD AT MISSOURI STATE
UNIVERSITY. SINCE 1987, WHEN THE FIRST WINTER GUARD BEGAN AT WHAT WAS
THEN SOUTHWEST MISSOURI STATE, THE PRIDE OF MISSOURI STATE WAS JOINED BY
NATIONAL AVENUE FROM MISSOURI STATE IN 1997 AND THEN 901 PERFORMANCE
ENSEMBLE FROM MISSOURI STATE IN 2002. THE PRIDE OF MISSOURI STATE AND
NATIONAL AVENUE ARE BOTH MULTIPLE-FINALISTS AT WGl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS.
SINCE 2021, 901 PERFORMANCE ENSEMBLE HAS BEEN A WGI VIRTUAL FINALIST. IN
2023, THE PRIDE OF MISSOURI STATE ACHIEVED THE BRONZE MEDAL IN THE
INDEPENDENT OPEN CLASS AND WAS PROMOTED TO THE INDEPENDENT WORLD
CLASS. IN 2025, NATIONAL AVENUE ACHIEVED 4™ PLACE IN THE INDEPENDENT A
CLASS AND HAS BEEN PROMOTED TO THE INDEPENDENT OPEN CLASS IN 2026. ALSO
IN 2026, ALL THREE MISSOURI STATE WINTER GUARDS WILL BE PERFORMING AT WGI
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS WITH THE PRIDE OF MISSOURI STATE IN THE INDEPENDENT
WORLD CLASS, NATIONAL AVENUE IN THE INDEPENDENT OPEN CLASS, AND 901
PERFORMANCE ENSEMBLE IN THE INDEPENDENT A CLASS. ALL THREE WINTER
GUARDS ARE MEMBERS OF MCCGA, WITH THE PRIDE OF MISSOURI STATE BEING ONE
OF THE FOUNDING MEMBERS IN THE CIRCUIT'S INAUGURAL YEAR IN 1994. FOR THE
FALL SEMESTER, ALL THREE WINTER GUARDS COMBINE TO FORM THE PRIDE COLOR
GUARD, WHICH IS A SECTION OF THE 380-MEMBER MISSOURI STATE PRIDE MARCHING
BAND AND HAS PERFORMED LOCALLY, REGIONALLY, NATIONALLY, AND
INTERNATIONALLY IN VENUES AND EVENTS THAT INCLUDE THE TOURNAMENT OF
ROSES PARADE, MACY'S THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE, LONDON NEW YEAR'S DAY
PARADE, AND BANDS OF AMERICA EVENTS THAT INCLUDE REGIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS AND GRAND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS.




